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Then the god of Death drew his sword; but before
he could slay him, Siva appeared and stayed his
hand. As a reward for his piety Markanda was
given perpetual youth with exemption from death*
The appearance of Death thrills the audience
with dread and fear. All their sympathy is roused
on behalf of the saintly Markanda, and they rejoice
when he escapes his fate. These two well-known
dramas never fail to draw appreciative audiences.
They may be crudely staged and even badly
played; but the moral, the triumph of good, is
never lost sight of; nor is the sympathy of the
audience ever misplaced.
The villager does not always take his recreation
in the dark hours of the night. There are days
when work is slack and high holiday may be made
with impunity* These are the occasions for cock-
fights and ram- and bull-fights, against which there
is no legal prohibition.
The bulls are trained to fight against men. The
animals use their horns and hoofs in self-defence.
Their assailants are unarmed. It frequently
happens that the young men who try to capture
the bulls are injured. The Indian bull, which is
small, is extraordinarily quick and active in its
movements. The reward of the successful bull-